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Community is growing
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Eurocrypt 2023
Record number of accepted papers: 110.
Five (!!) LNCS Springer volumes.

Find a way to deal with the growth in our community.
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Principles of the CiC

• Low-cost open access
Articles are available for everyone in Diamond or Gold open access.
[Note: diamond open access is like gold, in that the article is immediately open access in the journal, and nobody has to pay to read it. However, 
in gold open access, the author (or their institution or funding agency) normally has to pay a publication fee to get the article published.]

• Fast and consistent turnaround time
Expect a decision on a paper within 3 months, or 9 months after revision, after any of the 4 submission deadlines per year.

• No travel
Allow another outlet for our community to publish without the need to travel to conferences and present your work.

• Not limited by available number of publication slots
If a paper contains a correct and original contribution relevant to the field of cryptology which meets the journal’s quality threshold, then it 
should be accepted, irrespective of how many other strong papers are received.

• Inclusive
Embrace all communities in cryptology (theoretical, applied, mathematical, engineering, applications, real-world deployments, etc) and facilitate 
the organic growth of research relevant for cryptology.

• Collaborative editorial decisions
Unlike traditional journals, and more like CS conferences, editorial decisions will be made collaboratively and with discussion. Thus attempting to 
reduce problems of individual editorial bias, and making all editors accountable for their decisions.

• Promote positive review culture
Reviewers look for reasons to accept and improve a paper, not reasons to reject.
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Next steps
See “Principles, Scope, Organization and FAQ for the IACR Journal” iacr.org/cic-proposal for 
more information & FAQ

Align with 

✓ IACR Steering Committees

✓ ICW Steering Committees 

Create all policy documents for the CiC

• CoI, ethics, reviewer guides, author guides, etc

Inspired by the Transactions!

When can you see the first submission deadline?

We hope to have this ready within one year, but this depends on many external factors.

Technical steps…

https://iacr.org/cic-proposal


& Publishing

github.com/IACR/latex

• Did you know that for the Transactions someone spends one hour per final version 
for production and metadata handling?
• In other areas this is 7.5 hours / paper on average [A]

• We currently extract meta-data from the pdf instead of from the LaTeX sources?
• Wouldn’t it be nice to provide your information once (in the LaTeX source) and then 

no webform will ask for it?
• How to curate metadata throughout the life cycle of a published article

[A] Alexander Grossmann and Björn Brembs. Current market rates for scholarly publishing services. F1000Research, 2021. doi: 10.12688/f1000research.27468.2 URL: 
https://f1000research.com/articles/10-20/v2 

Work in 
progress

arxiv.org/pdf/2301.08277

iacrtrans used as a starting point!



publish.iacr.org

Motivation
• Automate production steps as much as possible
• Reduce workload for Editors and Program Chairs

What it does
• Safely validate that your LaTeX compiles correctly
• Validate that the author has supplied sufficient 
metadata (e.g., title, affiliations, funding information, 
etc)

Work in progress
Feel free to try out!



Conclusions

• Do you have feedback on the new IACR Communications in Cryptology?

Contact Andreas or Joppe!

• Do you have feedback on the LaTeX style file or the publishing portal?

Contact Kevin or Joppe!

• Want to help in any other way?

Contact any of us!


