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Abstract. Lattice reduction is a hard problem of interest to both public-
key cryptography and cryptanalysis. Despite its importance, extremely
few algorithms are known. The best algorithm known in high dimen-
sion is due to Schnorr, proposed in 1987 as a block generalization of the
famous LLL algorithm. This paper deals with Schnorr’s algorithm and
potential improvements. We prove that Schnorr’s algorithm outputs bet-
ter bases than what was previously known: namely, we decrease all former
bounds on Schnorr’s approximation factors to their (In2)-th power. On
the other hand, we also show that the output quality may have intrinsic
limitations, even if an improved reduction strategy was used for each
block, thereby strengthening recent results by Ajtai. This is done by
making a connection between Schnorr’s algorithm and a mathematical
constant introduced by Rankin more than 50 years ago as a generaliza-
tion of Hermite’s constant. Rankin’s constant leads us to introduce the
so-called smallest volume problem, a new lattice problem which general-
izes the shortest vector problem, and which has applications to blockwise
lattice reduction generalizing LLL and Schnorr’s algorithm, possibly im-
proving their output quality. Schnorr’s algorithm is actually based on
an approximation algorithm for the smallest volume problem in low di-
mension. We obtain a slight improvement over Schnorr’s algorithm by
presenting a cheaper approximation algorithm for the smallest volume
problem, which we call transference reduction.

1 Introduction

Lattices are discrete subgroups of R™. A lattice L can be represented by a basis,
that is, a set of n < m linearly independent vectors by,...,b, in R™ such
that L is equal to the set L(by,...,b,) = {d°1", 2;b;,z; € Z} of all integer
linear combinations of the b;’s. The integer n is the dimension of the lattice L.
A lattice has infinitely many bases (except in trivial dimension < 1), but some are
more useful than others. The goal of lattice reduction is to find interesting lattice



bases, such as bases consisting of reasonably short and almost orthogonal vectors:
it can intuitively be viewed as a vectorial generalisation of gcd computations.
Finding good reduced bases has proved invaluable in many fields of computer
science and mathematics (see [10,7]), particularly in cryptology (see [17,21]).

Lattice reduction is one of the few potentially hard problems currently in use
in public-key cryptography (see [21,17] for surveys on lattice-based cryptosys-
tems). But the problem is perhaps more well-known in cryptology for its major
applications in public-key cryptanalysis (see [21]): knapsack cryptosystems [22],
RSA in special settings [9,5,4], DSA signatures in special settings [12,19], etc.
Nevertheless, there are very few lattice reduction algorithms, and most of the
(recent) theoretical results focus on complexity aspects (see [17]).

The first lattice reduction algorithm in arbitrary dimension is due to Her-
mite [11], and is based on Lagrange’s two-dimensional algorithm [13] (often
wrongly attributed to Gauss). It was introduced to show the existence of Her-
mite’s constant (which guarantees the existence of short lattice vectors), as well
as proving the existence of lattice bases with bounded orthogonality defect. The
celebrated Lenstra-Lenstra-Lovéasz algorithm [14] (LLL) can be viewed as a re-
laxed variant of Hermite’s algorithm, in order to guarantee a polynomial-time
complexity. There are faster variants of LLL based on floating-point arithmetic
(see [20,25]), but none improves the output quality of LLL, which is tightly con-
nected to Hermite’s historical (exponential) upper bound on his constant. The
only (high-dimensional) polynomial-time reduction algorithm known with bet-
ter output quality than LLL is due to Schnorr [24]. From a theoretical point
of view, only one improvement to Schnorr’s block-reduction algorithm has been
found since [24]: by plugging the probabilistic AKS sieving algorithm [2], one may
increase the blocksize k = logn/loglogn to k = logn and keep polynomial-time
complexity, which leads to (slightly) better output quality. Curiously, in prac-
tice, one does not use Schnorr’s algorithm when LLL turns out to be insufficient:
rather, one applies the so-called BKZ variants [26,27] of Schnorr’s algorithm,
whose complexity is unknown.

Our REsuLTS. We focus on the best high-dimensional lattice reduction algo-
rithm known (Schnorr’s semi block-2k algorithm [24]) and potential improve-
ments. Despite its importance, Schnorr’s algorithm is not described in any sur-
vey or textbook, perhaps due to the technicality of the subject. We first revisit
Schnorr’s algorithm by rewriting it as a natural generalization of LLL. This
enables to analyze both the running time and the output quality of Schnorr’s
algorithm in much the same way as with LLL. It also leads us to reconsider a
certain constant 3 introduced by Schnorr [24], which is tightly related to the
output quality of his semi block-2k algorithm. Roughly speaking, g plays a role
similar to Hermite’s constant vy, = \/m in LLL.

We improve the best upper bound known for G;: we show that essentially,
Br S 0.38 x k2n2 ~ .38 x k!3% while the former upper bound [24] was 4k?.
This leads to better bounds on the output quality of Schnorr’s algorithm: for
instance, the approximation factor (6k)"/* given in [24] can be decreased to its
(In2)-th power (note that In2 ~ 0.69). On the other hand, Ajtai [1] recently



proved that there exists € > 0 such that G > k¢, but no explicit value of
¢ was known. We establish the lower bound 8y > k/12, and our method is
completely different from Ajtai’s. Indeed, we use a connection between (3 and a
mathematical constant introduced by Rankin [23] more than 50 years ago as a
generalization of Hermite’s constant.

Besides, Rankin’s constant is naturally related to a potential improvement of
Schnorr’s algorithm, which we call block-Rankin reduction, and which may lead
to better approximation factors. Roughly speaking, the new algorithm would still
follow the LLL framework like Schnorr’s algorithm, but instead of using Hermite-
Korkine-Zolotarev (HKZ) reduction of 2k-blocks, it would try to solve the so-
called smallest volume problem in 2k-blocks, which is a novel generalization of
the shortest vector problem. Here, Rankin’s constant plays a role similar to f
in Schnorr’s algorithm. But our lower bound on (. actually follows from a lower
bound on Rankin’s constant, which suggests that there are intrinsic limitations
to the quality of block-Rankin reduction. However, while Ajtai presented in [1]
“worst cases” of Schnorr’s algorithm which essentially matched the bounds on the
output quality, this is an open question for block-Rankin reduction: perhaps the
algorithm may perform significantly better than what is proved, even in the worst
case. Finally, we make a preliminary study of the smallest volume problem. In
particular, we show that HKZ-reduction does not necessarily solve the problem,
which suggests that block-Rankin reduction might be stronger than Schnorr’s
semi block reduction. We also present an exact solution of the smallest volume
problem in dimension 4, as well as an approximation algorithm for the smallest
volume problem in dimension 2k, which we call transference reduction. Because
transference reduction is cheaper than the 2k-dimensional HKZ-reduction used
by Schnorr’s algorithm, we obtain a slight improvement over Schnorr’s algorithm:
for a similar cost, we can increase the blocksize and therefore obtain better
quality.

RoAD MAP. The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we provide neces-
sary background on lattice reduction. In Section 3, we revisit Schnorr’s algorithm
and explain its main ideas. Section 4 deals with Rankin’s constant and its con-
nection with Schnorr’s algorithm. In Section 5, we study the smallest volume
problem, discuss its application to the so-called block-Rankin reduction, and
present transference reduction.
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to the ENS, were supported by the Commission of the European Communities
through the IST program under contract IST-2002-507932 ECRYPT. We would
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2 Background

Let ||.|| and (.,.) be the Euclidean norm and inner product of R™. Vectors will
be written in bold, and we will use row-representation for matrices. For a matrix
M whose name is a capital letter, we will usually denote its coefficients by m; ;:



if the name is a Greek letter like u, we will keep the same symbol for both the
matrix and its coefficients. The notation [x| denotes a closest integer to x.

2.1 Lattices

We refer to the survey [21] for a bibliography on lattices. In this paper, by the
term lattice, we mean a discrete subgroup of some R". The simplest lattice is
Z", and for any linearly independent vectors by, ..., by, the set L(by,...,b,) =
{3 m;b; | m; € Z} is a lattice. It turns out that in any lattice L, not just
Z™, there must exist linearly independent vectors by,...,b,, € L such that
L = L(by,...,b,). Any such n-tuple of vectors by,...,b, is called a basis of
L: a lattice can be represented by a basis, that is, a row matrix. Two lattice
bases are related to one another by some matrix in GL,(Z). The dimension of
a lattice L is the dimension n of the linear span of L. The lattice is full-rank
if n is the dimension of the space. Let [vy,...,Vvg] be vectors: we denote by
G(v1,...,vE) their Gram matriz, that is, the k x k symmetric positive defi-
nite matrix ((v;,V;))i<i j<i formed by all the inner products. The volume of
[Vi,...,Vg] is (det G(vy,. .. ,v;f))l/z7 which is zero if the vectors are linearly de-
pendent. The volume vol(L) (or determinant) of a lattice L is the volume of any
basis of L.

DIRECT SUM. Let Ly and L be two lattices such that span(L;)Nspan(Lq) = {0}.
Then the set L; @ Ly defined as {u + v,u € L;,v € Lo} is a lattice, whose
dimension is dim L; + dim Ls. It is the smallest lattice containing L; and Ls.

PURE SUBLATTICE. A sublattice U of a lattice L is pure if there exists a sublattice
V of L such that L =U ® V. A set [uy,...,u;] of independent lattice vectors of
L is primitive if and only if [uy,. .., ux] can be extended to a basis of L, which is
equivalent to L(uy, ..., ux) being a pure sublattice of L. For any sublattice U of
a lattice L, there exists a pure sublattice S of L such that span(S) = span(U),
in which case vol(U)/vol(S) = [S : U] is an integer.

SUCCESSIVE MINIMA. The successive minima of an n-dimensional lattice L are
the positive quantities A1 (L),..., A\n(L) where A.(L) is the smallest radius of
a zero-centered ball containing r linearly independent vectors of L. The first
minimum is the norm of a shortest non-zero vector of L. Note that: A\ (L) <
e < )\n( L).

HERMITE’S CONSTANT. The Hermite invariant of the lattice is defined by (L) =

2
(Al(L)/vol(L)%) . Hermite’s constant v, is the maximal value of (L) over all
n-dimensional lattices. Its exact value is known for 1 < n < 8 and n = 24,
and we have [16]: v, < 1+ 7. Asymptotically, the best bounds known are:
n_ 4 loglmn) < L7441 (1 4+ o(1)) (see [8,18]). The lower bound follows from

2me 2me
the so-called Minkowski-Hlawka theorem.

PROJECTED LATTICE. Given a basis [by, ..., b,] of L, let 7; denote the orthogonal
projection over span(by,...,b;_1)*. Then 7;(L) is an (n + 1 — 4)-dimensional



lattice. These projections are stable by composition: if ¢ > j, then m om; =
m; om; = m;. Note that:

2.2 Lattice reduction

We will consider two quantities to measure the quality of a basis [by,...,by,]:
the first one is the usual approzimation factor ||b1]| /A1(L), and the second
one is ||by| /vol(L)*/", which we call the Hermite factor. The smaller these
quantities, the shorter the first basis vector. Lovdsz showed in [15] that any
algorithm achieving a Hermite factor < ¢ can be used to efficiently find a basis
with approximation factor < ¢? using n calls to the algorithm.

ORTHOGONALIZATION. Given a basis B = [by,...,b,], there exists a unique
lower-triangular matrix g with unit diagonal and an orthogonal family B* =
[bi,...,b}] such that B = pB*. They can be computed using Gram-Schmidt

orthogonalization, and will be denoted the GSO of B. Note that vol(B) =
[Ti-, IIb¥|l, which will often be used. It is well-known [14,17] that:

> mi :
M (Dbt b)) 2 min o] )
SIZE-REDUCTION. A basis [by,...,by,] is size-reduced with factor n > 1/2 if its

GSO p satisfies |p; ;] < n for all 1 < j < i. An individual vector b; is size-
reduced if |p; ;| < n for all 1 < j < i. Size reduction usually refers to n = 1/2,
and is typically achieved by successively size-reducing individual vectors. Size
reduction was introduced by Hermite.

LLL-REDUCTION. A basis [by,...,by] is LLL-reduced [14] with factor (,7) for
1/4<d<land1/2<n< /0 if the basis is size-reduced with factor 7 and if its
GSO family satisfies the (n — 1) Lovész conditions (6 — 7, , ;) ||b} 17 < b7,y H2
LLL-reduction usually refers to the factor (3/4,1/2) because this was the choice
considered in the original LLL paper [14]. But the closer ¢ and 7 are respectively
to 1 and 1/2, the more reduced the basis. Reduction with a factor (1,1/2) is
closely related to a reduction notion introduced by Hermite [11].

When the reduction factor is close to (1,1/2), Lovdsz conditions and size-
reduction imply the Siegel conditions [6]: ||bZ||* < 3lpra |2for all 1 <4 <
n — 1, which limit the drop of the |b}||. Here, the < symbol means that 3
is actually % + ¢ for some small € > 0. In particular, the first vector satisfies

by|? = (%)i_l Hb:‘||2 Hence, the Hermite factor of an LLIL-reduced basis is
bounded by:

(n—1)/4
(4 o
ol oy £ (3) = v

and (1) implies that the approximation factor is bounded by:

(n—1)/2
4 _
bl mms(3) =6



The LLL algorithm is an iterative algorithm. At the start of each loop iter-
ation, the first ¢ vectors are already LLL-reduced, then the (i + 1)-th vector is
size-reduced; if it does not satisfy Lovész condition, the consecutive vectors b;
and b; are swapped and the counter ¢ is decremented, otherwise 4 is incremented.
The loop goes on until ¢ eventually reaches the value n. If L is a full-rank in-
teger lattice of dimension n and B is an upper bound on the |/b;||’s, then the
complexity of the LLL algorithm described (using integral Gram-Schmidt) with-
out fast integer arithmetic is O(n% log® B). The main reason is that the integer
ITr_, IIbj ||2("_k) decreases by at least the geometric factor ¢ at every swap: thus,
the number of swaps is O(n? log B). The recent L? algorithm [20] by Nguyen and
Stehlé achieves a factor of (d,v) arbitrarily close to (1,1/2) in faster polynomial
time: the complexity is O(n®(n + log B) log B) which is essentially O(n°log® B)
for large entries. This is the fastest LLL-type reduction algorithm known for
large entries.

HKZ REDUCTION. A basis [by, ..., b,] of alattice L is Hermite-Korkine-Zolotarev
(HKZ) reduced if it is size-reduced and if b} is a shortest vector of the projected
lattice m;(L) for all 1 < ¢ < n. In particular, the first basis vector is a shortest
vector of the lattice. Schnorr introduced in [24] a constant to globally measure
the drop of the ||b}|| of 2k-dimensional HKZ bases:

[hif| < --- < |[b|

k
Ok = max " "
L 2k-dim. lattice Hhk+1H x oo Thgy |l
H HKZ-basis of LL

which we rewrite more geometrically as,

k(M)

vol(hy, ..., hg)

Or = max < )
L 2k-dim. lattice \VOl(Tk+1(hes1), ..., mhop1(hay))
H HKZ-basis of L

Schnorr proved that (3, < 4k?, and Ajtai recently proved in [1] that there exists
e > 0 such that B > k°, but this is an existential lower bound: no explicit value
of ¢ is known. The value of (i is very important to bound the output quality
of Schnorr’s algorithm. One can achieve an n-dimensional HKZ reduction in
essentially the same time as finding the shortest vector of an n-dimensional
lattice: the deterministic algorithm [24] needs n®(™ polynomial operations, and
the probabilistic algorithm [2] needs 29" polynomial operations.

3 Revisiting Schnorr’s Algorithm

In this section, we give an intuitive description of Schnorr’s semi block-2k-
reduction algorithm and show that it is very similar to LLL. The analogy between
LLL and Schnorr’s algorithm is summarized in Tables 2 and 1. We explain the
relationship between the constant §; and the quality of Schnorr reduced basis,



and we give the main ideas for its complexity analysis. Here, we assume that the
lattice dimension n is a multiple of k.

3.1 From LLL to Schnorr

In the LLL algorithm, vectors are considered two by two. At each loop iteration,
the 2-dimensional lattice L; = [m;(b;), m;(b;+1)], is partially reduced (through
a swap) in order to decrease ||bf|| by at least some geometric factor. When all

L; are almost reduced, every ratio ||b}|| /||b},4|| is roughly less than v, = \/g,
which is Siegel’s condition [6].

Schnorr’s semi block-2k-reduction is a polynomial-time block generalization
of the LLL algorithm, where the vectors b} are “replaced” by k-dimensional
blocks S; = [Mik—x+1(Dik—r+1)s -+ Tik—k+1(bix)] where 1 < i < 2. The ana-
logue of the 2-dimensional L; in LLL are the 2k-dimensional large blocks L; =
[Wik,kJrl(bik,kJrl), N 77rik7k+1(bik+k)] where 1 S ) S % — 1. The link between
the small blocks 51, ..., S,/ and the large blocks L1, .., Ly /,_1 is that S; con-
sists of the first k vectors of L;, while S;; is the projection of the last k vectors
of L; over span(S;)*. As a result, vol(L;) = vol(S;) x vol(S;y1)-

Table 1. Analogy between LLL and Schnorr’s algorithm

l LLL ‘ Schnorr’s semi block-2k reduction ‘

1: while i <n do 1: while s < n/k do

2a: HKZ-reduce S;, do the transfor-
mations on the basis vectors,
not just on the projections

2b:  Size-reduce big—k+1,. .., bik.

3: B’ +copy of B

4: Try to decrease vol(S;) in B”:

4a: e by swap of (bik, bikt1)

4b: e by HKZ reducing L;

2:  Size-reduce b;

3: B’ «+copy of B
4: Try to decrease |b;|| in B”:
4a: e by swap of (b;,bi41)

5: if ||bj|| can lose a factor ¢ then 5. if vol(:) can lose a factor (1+e)
6 e perform the changes on B then
) P . & 6: e perform the changes on B
7 o «— max(:—1,1) . .
8 elsei«—i+1 T el max(i-1,1)
8 elsei«—i+1
9: endwhile 9: endwhile




Formally, a basis is semi-block-2k-reduced if the following three conditions
hold for some small € > 0:

B is LLL-reduced (2)

Foralll1<:i< %, S; is HKZ-reduced (3)
. n vol(S5;) \° &

For all 1 < - —Y ) < (1 4

or a <i< = (VOI(SH_l)) < (1+¢)p; (4)

Like in LLL, the large block L; is reduced at each loop iteration in order
to decrease vol(S;) by a geometric factor 1/(1 + ¢). Note that vol(S;)/vol(S;+1)
decreases by 1/(1+¢)?2. By definition of 3y, this ratio can be made smaller than

,’:/ % if L; is HKZ-reduced. For this reason, condition (4) is a block generalization
of Siegel’s condition which can be fulfilled by an HKZ-reduction of Lj;.

Table 2. Comparison between LLL and Schnorr’s semi block-2k reduction.

l Algorithm [ LLL [Schnorr’s Semi-2k reduction‘
Upper bound on||by || /VOl(L)% ~ (%)% ~ B,;‘%‘
Upper bound on||by|| /A1 (L) ~ (%)% ~ ﬁljl"
time Poly (size of basis) Poly (size of basis)*HKZ(2k)
small block S; mi(b;) = by [Tik—k+1(Dik—kt1),
ey Tik—kt1(Dig)]
large block L; [mi—1(bi—1), mi—1(bs)] [Tik—2k+1(Dik—2k+1),
ey Tik—2k+1(bik)]
size of small block 1 k
size of large block 2 2k
Quantity to upper bound b7l /byl vol(S;)/vol(Sit1)
Method Reduce L; by size-reduction HKZ reduce L;
and swap
Potential I, b T1E, vol(8;)2(E =9

3.2 Complexity analysis

Each time a large block L; is reduced, vol(S;) decreases by a geometric factor
1/(1+¢) and since vol(L;) = vol(S;) x vol(S;+1) remains constant, vol(S;4+1) in-
creases by the same factor. So the integer quantity H:L:/ ’f Vol(Si)z(%_i) decreases
by 1/(1 + ¢)2. This can occur at most a polynomial number of times: hence the
complexity of the reduction is Poly (size of basis)*HKZ(2k) where HKZ(2k) is the
complexity of a 2k-dimensional HKZ reduction as seen in Section 2.2. In order
to ensure a polynomial complexity, it is necessary to keep k < logn/loglogn or
k <logn if we use the probabilistic AKS algorithm.



3.3 The Hermite factor of Schnorr’s reduction

The Hermite factor of a semi block-2k-reduced basis depends mostly on Condi-
tion (4), which implies that vol(S1) < ﬂg vol(L)*/™ because vol(L) = H?:/’f vol(S;).
If the first vector by is the shortest vector of Sy (which is implied by (3)), then
by < \/ﬁvol(Sl)% by definition of Hermite’s constant, and therefore:

byl /vol(L)Y™ < AkBF

3.4 The approximation factor of Schnorr’s reduction

If only condition (4) holds, even if by is the shortest vector of Sy, its norm can be
arbitrarily far from the first minimum of L. Indeed, consider for instance the 6-
dimensional lattice generated by Diag(1,1,1, 1, ¢, %), and a blocksize k = 3. Then
the first block Sp is the identity and is therefore HKZ-reduced. The volume of
the two blocks S; and Sy is 1, thus condition (4) holds. But the norm of the first
vector (||by]| = 1) is arbitrarily far from the shortest vector ||bs|| = .
Compared to Hermite’s factor, we require additionally that every block Sy is
reduced (which follows from condition (2)) to bound the approximation factor.
Using (1), there exists an index p such that Hb;H <M\(L).Leta=|(p—1)/k],
(so that the position p is inside the block S,i1). Since B is LLL-reduced,

(3k—Dk
vol(S,) S 2% A\ (L)*, so the approximation factor is bounded by:

~ 3

3k—
Bhol) n/k—2

4
bl /(D) £ Vg B

Note however that Schnorr proved in [24] that Condition (3) allows to decrease
the term (4/3)F=D/4 to O (K2+nk).

4 Rankin’s constant and Schnorr’s algorithm

4.1 Rankin’s constant

If L is a n-dimensional lattice and 1 < m < n, the Rankin invariant ~y,, ,, (L) is
defined as (cf. [23]):

(L) . <Vol(x1,...,xm)>2
Ynm (L) = min — T
X1,y X € L vol(L)™/
vol(x1, ..., Xy ) # 0

which can be rewritten as:

2
Yn,m (L) = min (%)
S sublattice of L vol(L)

dimS =m
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Rankin’s constant is the maximum +,, ,,, = max -y, (L) over all n-dimensional
lattices. Clearly, v, n(L) = 1 and 7y,1(L) = Yn(L), 50 Ynn = 1 and 51 = Ya.
Rankin’s constants satisfy the following three relations, which are proved in
[16,23]:

Vn €N, Yp1 = Yn (5)
Vn,m with m <n v, m = Ynn—m (6)
Vr € [m +1,n— 1]7 Ynym < 'Yr,m(’)/n,r)m/r (7)

The only known values of Rankin’s constants are v42 = %, which is reached for
the D, lattice, and those corresponding to the nine Hermite constants known.
In the definition of 7, (L), the minimum is taken over sets of m linearly in-
dependent vectors of L, but we may restrict the definition to primitive sets of
L or pure sublattices of L, since for any sublattice S of L, there exists a pure
sublattice S of L with span(S) = span(Sy) and vol(S)/vol(S1) = [S : Sy]. If
vol(S) is minimal, then [S : S;] =1 so S = 5] is pure.

4.2 Relation between Rankin’s constant and Schnorr’s constant
Theorem 1. For all k> 1, (72k$k)2/k < Bk.

Proof. Let B = [by,...,bax] be a HKZ-reduced basis of a lattice L, and

let A(B) = (IIbi[* x -+ b 1*) / (B [|* x -+ x Ib5,]1°). By definition of

By, h(B) < Bf. On the other hand, h(B) is also equal to (vol(by, ... ,bk)/vol(L)l/2)4

and therefore: fygkyk(L) < h(B). Thus (’yghk(L))Q/k < [, which completes the
proof. a

4.3 Improving the upper bound on Schnorr’s Constant

The key result of this section is:

s . py21n2+ %
Theorem 2. Forallk > 2, Schnorr’s constant By satisfies: B, < (1 + 5) .
Asymptotically it satisfies By, < 1—10k2 In2,

Without any change to Schnorr’s algorithm, we deduce a much better quality
for the output basis than with the former bound 8, < 4k2, because both the
exponent 2In 2 =~ 1.386 is much lower than 2, and the coefficient 1/222 is about
10 times lower than 4. The bounds on the approximation factor and Hermite’s
factor of Schnorr’s algorithm can be raised to the power In2 &~ 0.69. The proof
uses an easy bound mentioned by Schnorr in [24]:

k—1
2/(k+j
g < [T (8)
§=0
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Numerically, it can be verified that the product (8) is < k! for all & < 100
(see Figure 2). The bound v; < 1+ % combined with an upper bound of the
total exponents prove Theorem 2 for all k (see Section A in the appendix).

Surprisingly, we do not know a better upper bound on (fygk,k)Q/ * than that
of Theorem 2. The inequality (7) leads exactly to the same bound for Rankin’s
constant.

4.4 A lower bound on Rankin’s constant

In [1], Ajtai showed that B, > k° for small size of blocks and for some ¢ >
0, and presented worst cases for Schnorr’s algorithm, which implies that the
reduction power of semi block 2k-reduction is limited. The following result proves
an explicit lower bound on Rankin’s constant, which suggests (but does not
prove) that the approximation factor of any block-reduction algorithm (including
Schnorr’s semi block 2k-reduction) based on the LLL strategy is limited.

Theorem 3. Rankin’s constant satisfies (’ygk,k)% > % forall k > 1.

This lower bound also applies to Schnorr’s constant (3, because of Theorem 1.
Theorem 3 is mainly based on the following lower bound for Rankin’s constant
proved in [28,3] as a generalization of Minkowski-Hlawka’s theorem:

7 Hj:Q Z(7)

where Z(j) = ¢(/)["({)/n%, I'(z) = [;°t* te™ - dt and ( is Riemann’s zeta
function: ((j) = Z;ozl p~7. As an application, for k& < 100, it can be verified
numerically that (’YQ]C}]C)% > g. More generally, we first bound In Z(j), and we
compare it to an integral to get the expected lower bound. The full proof of
Theorem 3 is given in Section B of the Appendix.

5 Improving Schnorr’s algorithm

The main subroutine in Schnorr’s algorithm tries to solve the following problem:
given a 2k-dimensional lattice L, find a basis [by,. .., bax] of L such that the two
k-dimensional blocks S; = L(by,...,bg) and Ss = mg41(L) minimize vol(Sy),
because vol(S;)/vol(S2) = vol(S1)?/vol(L) where vol(L) does not change. In
Schnorr’s algorithm, the quality of the output basis (which was expressed as a
function of fj in Sections 3.3 and 3.4) essentially depends on the upper bound
that can be achieved on the ratio vol(Sy)/vol(Ss).

5.1 The smallest volume problem

Rankin’s constant and Schnorr’s algorithm suggest the smallest volume prob-
lem: given a n-dimensional lattice L and an integer m such that 1 < m < n,
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find an m-dimensional sublattice S of L such that vol(S) is minimal, that is,
vol(S) /vol(L)™™ = /Y m(L).

If m = 1, the problem is simply the shortest vector problem (SVP). If m =
n—1, the problem is equivalent to the shortest vector problem in the dual lattice.
When (n,m) = (2k, k), we call this problem the half-volume problem. For any
m < n, the minimality of the volume implies that any solution to this problem
is a pure sublattice of L, so one way to solve this problem is to find a basis
[b1,...,by,] such that vol (L(by,...,b,,)) is minimal.

We say that a basis of a n-dimensional lattice L is m-Rankin reduced if its
first m vectors solve the smallest volume problem. Note that this is not exactly a
basis reduction problem, as any notion of reduction of the basis of S is irrelevant.
The only thing that matters is to minimize the volume of S. If we apply the LLL
algorithm on a Rankin-reduced basis, the volume of the first m vectors can
never increase: this means that LLL swaps never involve the pair (m,m + 1),
and therefore the output basis is both LLL-reduced and Rankin-reduced. We
thus have proved the following lemma:

Lemma 1. Let L be a n-dimensional sublattice and 1 < m < n. There exists an
LLL-reduced basis of L which is m-Rankin-reduced.

Since the number of LLL reduced bases can be bounded independently of the
lattice (see [6] because LLL-reduction implies Siegel reduction), the smallest
volume problem can be solved by a gigantic exhaustive search (which is constant
in fixed dimension though).

5.2 Block-Rankin reduction
A basis is 2k-Block-Rankin reduced with factor § € [L;1[ if it is LLL-reduced

with factor (3,8) and all the blocks S; and L; deﬁnegl as in Section 3 satisfy:
vol(S;)/vol(Si1) < $72k,k(L;). Compared to Schnorr’s semi block-2k reduction,
this reduction notion enables to replace g in the bounds of the approximation
factor and Hermite’s factor by fy;ékk

Assume that an algorithm to k-Rankin-reduce a 2k-dimensional basis is avail-
able. Then it is easy to see that Algorithm 1, inspired from LLL and Schnorr’s
semi block-2k reduction, achieves block-Rankin reduction using a polynomial

number of calls to the Rankin subroutine.

5.3 The 4-dimensional case

Here, we study Rankin-reduction for (n,m) = (4,2). We first notice that HKZ
reduction does not necessarily solve the half-volume problem. Consider indeed
the following HKZ-reduced row basis:

10 0 0
01 O 0
001+¢ 0
00 1= P(1+e)
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Algorithm 1 2k-block-Rankin reduction

Input: A basis B = [bi,...,by] of a lattice and § € [1;1]
Output: A semi block 2k-reduced basis.

1: 4+ 1;
2: while i < n/k do
3:  LLL-reduce S; with factor §, do the transformations on the basis vectors, not

just on their projections

4:  return B if i =n/k.

5: Bimp < B; k-Rankin reduce L; in Btmp
6: if vol(S;) in Bgmp < dvol(S;) in B then
7: B — Bimp; i —1—1

8: else

9: i— 1+ 1

10: end if

11: end while

The volume ratio ”%H%%H is equal to \/g . If we swap the two 2-blocks, the
new basis is no longer HKZ-reduced, but the ratio decreases to almost \/g . This

example can easily be generalized to any even dimension, which gives an infinite
family of HKZ bases which do not reach the minimal half-volume.

However, the following lemma shows that Algorithm 2 can efficiently solve
the half-volume problem in dimension 4, given as input an HKZ basis:

Lemma 2. Let (by,...,by) be an HKZ-reduced basis of a lattice L. To simplify

notations, let Ay and Ay denote respectively A1 (L) and A2(L). For all c¢; and co

in L such that vol(cy,c2) < vol(b1,ba) and (c1,cz) is reduced: ||c1|| < ||ce|| and
w12 2

leill” < g llesl™.

1. Then ¢y satisfies: A2 < ||c1|| < 32,
2. If Ay > \/g)\l, then vol(ey, ca) = vol(by, ba) given by HKZ reduction.

—_—

3. Otherwise ¢y satisfies||ca||* < )%

Proof. Because c; belongs to L, ||ci|| > A;1. Since (by, ..., bys) is an HKZ basis,
the first vector is a shortest vector: |[bi|| = A1 and the second vector satisfies
[Ib3]] < Ag, so vol(by, ba) < A1 Ay, We also know that vol(cq, c2) = [lcq|| - [|ez2]| -
sin(cy, ) > @ [le1]l - ||ez|| because [c1,c2] is reduced. Since we have chosen

lle1]l < |lcal], then |lea|| > Ag. Thus AjAg > ? el - A2, and [|e1|)® < N If

furthermore Ay > \/%/\1, then necessarily ¢c; = +by, then the HKZ reduction
implies the minimality of vol(bq, ba). If Ay < \/g)\l, then vol(cy, ¢2)? = |1

lesll? < (MiA2)?, so [le3]|” < A3 < 2% And we also have ||c5> > 2 [lcf||>. O

Because the input basis is HKZ-reduced, it is easy to see that the number of
vectors ¢; enumerated in Algorithm 2 is bounded by a constant. It follows that
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Algorithm 2 4-dimensional Rankin-reduction
Input: An HKZ reduced basis [bu,...,bs] of a 4-dim lattice
Output: A Rankin-reduced basis [c1, ¢2, €3, €4] minimizing vol(c1, c2)
1+ if [[b3] > /4 [[bu]| then

2 return (b1, bz, b3, by)
3: end if
4: (u,v) < (b1, b2)
5
6

: for each lattice vector c; shorter than \/g [[b1] do

find the shortest vector ¢y in the lattice projected over ci (We can limit the
vol(by,b2) )
llexll ’
7:  if vol(cy, c2) < vol(u,v) then (u,v) « (ci,c2)
8: end for
9: compute c3 and ¢4 a reduced basis of the lattice projected over (u, v)L
0

: return (u,v,cs3,cq)

enumeration to [|cz|| lower than

the cost of Algorithm 2 is at most a constant times more expensive than a HKZ
reduction of a 4-dimensional lattice.

If we plug Algorithm 2 into Algorithm 1, we obtain a polynomial-time reduc-
tion algorithm whose provable quality is a bit better than Schnorr’s semi block-4
reduction: namely, the constant 3 < fyi/ 3 = 22/3 &~ 1.587 in the approxima-
tion factor and the Hermite factor is replaced by the potentially smaller constant
~4,2 = 3/2. On the other hand, both algorithms only apply exhaustive search in
dimension 4.

5.4 Higher blocksizes

The 4-dimensional case suggests two potential improvements over Schnorr’s semi
block 2k-algorithm:

— If the half-volume problem can be solved in roughly the same time (or less)
than a full 2k-HKZ reduction, then Algorithm 1 would give potentially better
approximation factors at the same cost.

— If one can approximate the half-volume problem in much less time than a
full 2k-HKZ reduction, we may still obtain good approximation factors in
much less time than semi block 2k-reduction, by plugging the approximation
algorithm in place of Rankin reduction in Algorithm 1.

However, we do not know how to solve the half-volume problem exactly in di-
mension higher than 4, without using a gigantic exhaustive search. Perhaps a
good approximation can be found in reasonable blocksize, by sampling short
(but not necessarily shortest) lattice vectors, and testing random combinations
of such vectors.

We now present an approximation algorithm for the half volume problem,
which we call transference reduction. Transference reduction achieves a volume



15

Fig. 1. Transference reduction

Dual reduction g
i (largest)

(shortest)
Primal reduction
Sa v

ratio lower than g=k? in a 2k-dimensional lattice by making only O(k) calls to a
k-dimensional exhaustive search, which is thus cheaper than a full 2k-HKZ re-
duction. Note that 2k-HKZ reduction achieves a smaller volume ratio using a 2k-
dimensional exhaustive search. Let (by,...,ba;) be a basis of a 2k-dimensional
lattice. The idea of the algorithm is to perform exhaustive searches in the two
halves of the basis in order to find a pair of vectors which can be highly reduced.
The reduction of this pair of vectors happens in the middle of the basis so that
the first half-volume decreases.

As in the previous sections, we call S; = L(by,...by) and Sy = L(mg+1(bry1),
..., Te+1(bag)). Using an exhaustive search, a shortest vector of Sy is brought on
the k + 1-th position in order to make Hb,’;_HH2 < ’ykvol(S2)2/k. The algorithm
used to perform this exhaustive search in dimension k in a projected lattice is
classical. Then a second exhaustive search brings a vector of S; maximizing ||bj ||
on the k-th position.

middle reduction

Lemma 3. Finding a basis (b1, ...,by) of a k-dimensional lattice S mazimizing
bk || reduces to finding a shortest vector of the dual lattice S*.

Proof. The vector u = b}/ ||b,";||2 is the last vector of the dual basis. Indeed,
(u,b;) =0fori=1..k—1and (u, by) = 1. If || bj || is maximal, then u is minimal.
So a simple reduction is to find a shortest vector u; of the dual S*, extend it
into a basis U = (uy, ..., ux) of $* and return the dual U~! = (by,...,bg). O

After maximizing ||b} ||, Hermite’s inequality in the reversed dual of S; implies
that 1/ ||b,’;||2 < 4 /vol(S1)%/*. At this point, the ratio (VOI(Sl)/VOI(SQ))2/k
is lower than 72 [|b%||* / [|bry1 . If the middle-vectors pair (mg(byg), 7 (brs1))
does not satisfy Lovasz condition, then it is fully reduced and the algorithm starts
over from the beginning. The only step which can change the ratio vol(S7)/vol(S2)
is the middle-vectors reduction, in which case it drops by a geometric factor.
Hence the number of swaps in the middle is at most linear in the dimension and
the size of the basis. In the end, the ratio (vol(Sl)/vol(S2))2/k is lower than 42
(or £k2).

The constant 4/3 in this ratio can be reduced to almost 1 by adding further re-
duction conditions. Let S; = L(by,...,bgy1) and Sy = L(mi(bg), ..., mr(bag))
the widened blocks of Si, Sy and ¢ : % < 0 < 1 a relaxing parameter. After
minimizing Hb’,g +1H in S; and maximizing ||bj| in Sy the following steps are



16

performed: Using the third exhaustive search, a shortest vector of Sy is found.
Only if the squared size of this shortest vector is smaller than & ||bZH2 this vec-
tor is brought on the k-th position and the algorithm starts over with minimiz-
ing Hb}; +1H in Sy and maximizing ||by|| in Si. Otherwise the fourth exhaustive

search in the dual of S; checks if ||bz +1||2 approximates the maximized solu-
tion by the factor §. If this condition does not hold, by, is replaced by the
maximized solution and the algorithm starts over from the beginning. Each of
these two reduction steps decrease vol(S;)? by the factor d, therefore the num-
ber of steps is still bounded by O(k). In case both conditions hold the algorithm
stops. For these new conditions we can again apply Hermite’s inequality result-
ing in 6 - |bf[|* < rr1vol(S2)¥*+1) and §-1/ HbZHHQ < Yy1/vol(Sy)2/ (B+1),
It follows:

o0 2/ (B+1)
) < aRa/o B/ b

(vol(§1> Jvol(8s)

Because of vol(S;) = vol(51)-||bj || vol(S2) = ||bf||-vol(Sy) this inequality can
be transformed to (VOl(Sl)/VOI(SQ)>2/k < (%)2%- ’b1§+1H2 / Ibz]?. Combin-
ing this with inequality (vol(Sl)/vol(Sg))Z/l€ <2 HbZH?/ HbZ_HH2 obtained af-

ter the first two exhaustive searches, the ratio (VOI(Sl)/VOI(Sg))z/k is lower than
Vi (Vo1 /8)FFD/E (or 42(1 + ¢) with small ¢ if § is near by 1). Asymptotically,
Hermite’s constants satisfy . < %(1 + o(1)), so this extended transference

reduction provides a ratio (VO](Sl)/VOI(Sg))Q/k lower than 5=k

Table 3. Comparison between and Schnorr’s semi block-2k reduction and Trans-
ference reduction. (Here, SVP(k + 1) denotes the cost of finding the shortest
lattice vector in dimension k + 1).

‘ Algorithm ‘ Semi-2k reduction ‘ Transference reduction
Upper bound onl[by || /vol(L)* ~ BiF < fnin2/2k ~yPF < k2
Upper bound on ||bi]| /A1(L) ~ ﬁ,fl" S knin/k ~ wk,% S k*
Cost Poly(size of basis) Poly(size of basis)
*HKZ(2k) *E*SVP(k + 1)
Reduction of large blocks HKZ-reduction Transference reduction

If we use transference reduction instead of Rankin reduction in Algorithm 1,
we obtain a reduction algorithm making only (k + 1)-dimensional exhaustive

searches of a shortest vector, and providing an Hermite factor ||by|| /vol(L)Y/™ <
_3 (Bk—=1) n
,/%72/% and an approximation factor |[bil| /A1(L) £ v, 242 © 7). These

factors are asymptotically not as good as in the semi block-2k reduction, but the
exhaustive searches of transference reduction are much cheaper and thus allow to

use a larger k. Interestingly the Hermite factor is essentially 72/ 2k, which means
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that the resulting algorithm may roughly be viewed as an algorithmic version
1

n—2

of Mordell’s inequality [16]: 7, < ’y,f:l. Similarly, LLL could be viewed as the
algorithmic version of Hermite’s inequality v, < ’y;“l, which is the particular
case k = 2 of Mordell’s inequality.
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A Proof of Theorem 2

The right-hand product (8) of Hermite’s constants can be bounded using the
absolute upper bound v; < (1 + j)/4 by: gf < H (1 + k+]+1)’f+7.

k— k+]
g\ iz TeE kol /14 ’“”“
k< <1+> )
By < 5 l;[ 1+7

The first sum can be compared with an integral:

k—1 1

1 2 1 1

= — < —-4+2 | —d

k;;uj/k =it /0 T+z
and the last product is always smaller than 1: more precisely, its asymptotical
equivalent is exp (—k(ln 2/2)2) ~ 0.887%. Hence we obtain the absolute upper
bound: 51? < (1 + §)1+2k~1n2 or Bk < (1 + %)1/k+21n2.

If we use the best asymptotical bound known for Hermite’s constant ; <

1.744n : . .
52"(1 4+ o(1)), we obtain using the same argument, the asymptotical upper
bound:

< 7k21n2.
— 10

1_744k>1/k+21n2

e

Br < exp(—k(In2/2)%) (
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upper bound uy
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This curve shows the numerical upper bound wux of In H;‘;; ,yii(j:ij) /Ink, obtained by

using the exact values of Hermite’s constant ; for 1 < ¢ < 8 and ¢ = 24, and the bound
v <1+ i elsewhere. Thus ur < 1.1 for 1 < k < 100.

Fig. 2. "Exponents” of the upper-bound on [y

B Proof of Theorem 3

The Stirling equivalent of I' satisfies 0 < In(I'(z + 1)) — In ((f)’”\/ 27rx) < %

where K < 0.0835 is a constant. Since the function k¥ — k7 is decreasing for

J > 2, we may compare its integral with ¢, and we deduce the following bound:
1 1

C(j)§1+§+m

Combining these two relations, we obtain the following upper bound for Z(j):

n(ZG) < 2wl - Lnr+1)+p()
2 2 2
where p(j) = (1-1n (4 - > +im@r (§-1) + £5) + (& + grie)-
For j > 13, we have p(j) < 0 , therefore it can be removed from the upper

bound. . . .
Vi > 13, In(Z(j)) < %m% - %(lnﬁ +1)

The lower bound is a consequence of Stirling’s formula and the relation 1 < ¢(j).

In (lnﬂ'+1)

I
l\’)\kv
l\D\b

Vi > 13, (; - 1) In (‘; - 1) - %(m(w) +1) <In(Z(j)) <

We now use the upper bound and an integral to bound the denominator H§:2 Z(j):

k 13 k+1
> m(Z() < 3 m(Z()) +/ (; ln% _ %(m 4 1)) dt

= 14

1)2 1
g(—tL)(ln(k—&-l)—lnﬂ—Q—an)—&-c



20

where ¢ = z;iz In(Z(j)) — 22(3In2—Inm — £ —In2). And we apply the lower

bound on the numerator H?:n—m+1 Z(j):

i In(Z(7)) = /:k <(; - 1) In (; - 1) - %(111(77) + 1)) dt

j=k+1

1 In2
>0 (k= 1) - g2+ 52 - 8- B o

where r(k) = kIn(k —2) —2In(k—1) =In2+ 1k +In2 —In(k — 2) + In(k — 1) is
equivalent to r(k) ~ —k - Ink. Finally, we obtain a lower bound for oy, x:

k? In2 1
Ik, > —In(k) + (== —1— == ) k2 + s(k)
’ 2 2 2
where s(k) = r(k) — k* (In(52) 4+ 2 In(5:2)) — (35H) (In(k+ 1) —Inm — 1 —1In2) —
TFIn(52) + (—49In 7+ 2P Inw —In2/44 35 — 3722 In(Z(4))). We can show that
this function is equivalent to —3k In k, and that for & > 100, |s(k)/k?| < 0.06. As
a final step, we multiply the result by 2/k? and apply exponentiation to obtain
the bound ('72k,k)% > % for all £ > 100. Note that we already had the bound
g for £ < 100 using numerical computation of Z(j). Asymptotically, we have

obtained the following lower bound: (72k7k)% > f—fz
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